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JOHN SIBSON 
Condolence Motion 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.02 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of John Sibson and tenders its deep sympathy to 
his family. 

Mr John Sibson was elected as the Member for Bunbury at a by-election in April 1973 following the resignation 
of the previous member, Mr Maurice Williams. He served the electorate of Bunbury for 10 years until February 
1983. A farmer’s son, John Sibson attended primary school at Treeton and Cowaramup Primary Schools before 
managing the family farm with his mother while his father served during World War II. He continued to farm at 
Cowaramup with his parents from 1944 to 1950. John married Barbara Mary Pearce in 1953 and they raised 
a family of four sons and three daughters. John and Barbara also have 13 grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. I acknowledge his granddaughter Deanne Bowen, who is here in the Speaker’s gallery today. 

John joined the Army Reserve from 1950 to 1952. He then worked with Watson foods in Perth in 1951 and as 
a retail milk vendor in Collie. From 1952 to 1956 he worked as a contractor at the Stockton open-cut mine and as 
an owner–driver cartage operator and transport contractor at the Muja open-cut mine. In 1957 John moved to 
Margaret River and continued as an owner–driver cartage operator on road making, and log and timber hauling 
until 1959. He was a school bus operator and motor vehicle salesman from 1959 to 1962, when he moved to 
Bunbury and continued as a motor vehicle salesman until 1973. John Sibson retained the seat of Bunbury for the 
Liberal Party by 142 votes at the 1973 by-election. If this was not a narrow enough margin, he held Bunbury by 
just 48 votes at the 1974 election. This was the closest of the 12 electoral contests won by the Liberal Party 
between 1955 and 1983. 

John Sibson was a Deputy Chairman of Committees and a member of the Standing Orders Committee. He also 
was a delegate on a parliamentary visit to Westminster in the United Kingdom in 1979. He held Bunbury by 
225 votes in 1980 but was defeated by a similar margin in 1983. Following John’s departure from Parliament he 
purchased Bedshed Bunbury and Bedshed Busselton and established Formal Living at Bunbury and Busselton 
before retiring in 1999. He remained active in the Liberal Party and unselfishly recontested Bunbury in the tough 
climate of the 1986 election. He also served as a member of the City of Bunbury council from 1983 to 1986. 
John was an active and ardent supporter of community organisations in his local community. He was active with 
Junior Farmers, Jaycees and YouthSpeak for Australia, and chairman of the Human Development Commission. 
He was Jaycee of the Year for the Bunbury chapter in 1970, a member of the Bunbury Chamber of Commerce 
from 1983 to 1989, and a member of the Margaret River and Districts Agricultural Society and the Collie 
Agricultural Society. He was also a delegate to the south west region agricultural societies and he assisted with 
the south west district display at the Royal Agricultural Society show from 1999. 

John was also the inaugural chairman of Thorndale Holdings and the youngest ever chief ranger for the Ancient 
Order of Foresters lodge. He served many years with the parents and citizens association—10 years with 
Central School—and three years with the Central South West Council. John was also a Rotarian with 
South Bunbury. He was appointed a justice of the peace in 1984. He was a member of Probus Club of 
South Bunbury, the University of the Third Age Bunbury, and Western Australia Self Funded Retirees. He was 
also a member on the committee of management for the Bunbury Technical School and chairman of Craig House 
hostel. He was also president of Carey Park Scouts, a member of the Bunbury swimming pool committee, and 
both director and chairman of Bunbury Football Club. 

John’s contributions to so many community organisations are impressive and have earned him the well-deserved 
respect of the Bunbury community. He leaves behind a long legacy of dedication and service. On behalf of all 
members of this House, I extend our deepest sympathy to John Sibson’s wife Barbara and his extended family. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [12.06 pm]: I join with the Premier in 
passing on the condolences of the opposition to the family of John Sibson, the former member for Bunbury. 
Mr Sibson was born in January 1930 in Subiaco. He passed away in December of last year. He married 
Barbara Pearce in 1953 and had four sons and three daughters—seven children in total—and attended Treeton 
and Cowaramup Primary Schools. Before arriving in Parliament, he farmed with his parents in 1950, served in 
the Army Reserves from 1950 to 1952 and worked in a variety of jobs. He was an owner-driver cartage operator 
from the 1950s until 1959. He worked in the Muja open-cut mine in Collie and was a member of the Collie Mine 
Workers Industrial Union. In his first speech in this Parliament he mentioned that he was a strong member and 
supporter of the Collie Mine Workers Industrial Union. He said — 
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During the period I spent in Collie I became interested in union affairs. I felt that if I worked in the 
industry, I had to be a member of the union and, so, I was determined to become interested in all the 
functions of the union. I attended as many meetings as I could and took part in the debates. At one time 
I stood for the position of vice-president of the union. The ballot was held on the 2nd and 3rd February 
1956 by the Collie Mine Workers Industrial Union. I did not win that election but it was quite 
interesting when one considers that I was accepted as a nominee despite the fact that I was a known 
Liberal. I always admitted I was a Liberal and at the time there was a great deal of consternation about 
the fact. It was the first time I contested an election of any sort other than, perhaps, for committees and 
that sort of thing. I still have the figures relating to that ballot. 

One might say that we would not be standing here discussing Mr Sibson had he been successful in that ballot for 
the Collie Mine Workers Industrial Union. After his mining career, he worked as a milkman. He was 
a prominent member of Rotary in Bunbury and, according to the Rotarians, was known as the fastest milkman in 
the west. He was a school bus operator from 1959 to 1962, a car salesman in Bunbury and Busselton from 1959, 
overlapping with the earlier period until 1973 when he was elected to Parliament. He was a member of the 
Liberal Party State Council from 1970 to 1988 and a member of the Legislative Assembly for Bunbury from 
1973 to 1983. He was elected by very narrow margins and no doubt lived on the edge of his seat in a political 
sense for that 10 years. 

Upon leaving Parliament, he purchased Bedshed in Bunbury and later Busselton and ran the business with his 
wife and children until he and Barbara retired in 1999.He also served on the Bunbury city council from 1983 to 
1986 and was a member of the Bunbury Chamber of Commerce from 1983 to 1989. He was committed to 
a range of civic duties and organisations, particularly throughout the south west—the Rotary Club of 
South Bunbury for 30 years, Bunbury Agricultural Society, Margaret River and Districts Agricultural Society, 
Collie Agricultural Society, the Junior Farmers, the Margaret River bush fire brigade, the Bunbury Football 
Club, justice of the peace, a president of the Carey Park Scouts, a member of the Jaycees, and, as I said, a strong 
supporter of the Collie miners’ union. He was a strong supporter of the south west. No doubt, Mr Sibson was 
a very, very busy and community-minded person. He made a big contribution to his community and the south 
west over many years. I thank his family for the contribution of their father, grandfather and husband, and pass 
on the Australian Labor Party’s condolences to his family. 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [12.11 pm]: I rise on behalf of the National Party to support this 
condolence motion. John Sibson spent his early life on a dairy farm in Cowaramup and later in Margaret River 
where he is remembered fondly and held in the highest regard. It is clear that John Sibson’s life was dedicated to 
serving the community. This is demonstrated, not just through his 10-year service as the member for Bunbury, 
but also through his service in the Army Reserve, on the Bunbury city council, and the local chamber of 
commerce, school groups, agricultural societies, service clubs and sporting clubs. His commitment to his 
community is an example for us all. I extend the National Party’s sincerest sympathies to his wife, Barbara, and 
his children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [12.12 pm]: I also rise to speak on this condolence motion for the late 
John Sibson, who is a former member for Bunbury. I first acknowledge Deanne Bowen, his granddaughter, who 
is in the gallery today and pass on my respects to her, to her grandmother and to the whole family. 

John Sibson was born on 16 January 1930 to his parents, Joseph and Edna Sibson, farmers from Cowaramup. 
John was the first of three sons, and he was raised and schooled with his brothers Peter and Brian in Cowaramup. 
At the age of 13 years, he left school and took on the responsibility of running the family farm when his father 
went off to war. He spent the first 20 years of his life with his family on the farm, where he became very skilled 
in dairying, pig raising, potato growing, clover seed gathering and marketing. 
At the age of 19, he met his future wife, Barbara, in Margaret River at a dance. So commenced their long-
distance relationship when shortly after, in 1950, John moved to Collie where he got a milk round and Barbara 
was living in Perth. I am told that Barbara would catch the Australind down to Bunbury on a Saturday morning. 
John would meet her at the station, and they would spend the afternoon together before Barbara would catch the 
train back to Perth that night. They married in 1953—a marriage that would last over 61 years and produce 
a large family. They had seven children, who produced 13 grandchildren who in turn to date have produced 
13 great-grandchildren. 
The additional responsibility of providing for a growing family prompted John to take the bold step to branch out 
on his own into contracting. He purchased a truck and contracted his services to the Stockton and Muja open-cut 
mines. This was followed by transport contracting—road making, log hauling and timber carting. John moved 
his family to Bunbury in 1962 and began working with the Holden dealerships in Bunbury and Busselton selling 
new and used vehicles. His honest, easygoing and friendly disposition soon made him successful and well 
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respected throughout the region. Throughout his life, John was always actively involved in the community. He 
was a member of Junior Farmers Cowaramup and Collie from 1946 to 1956, holding many positions, as well as 
being named Junior Farmer of the South West in 1949. John was also heavily involved in agricultural societies 
and fire brigades at Margaret River, Collie and Bunbury. 
Whenever John took on something, he did not do things by half measures, which was one of his strong traits and 
resulted in him taking on more responsibility, as leaders do. John was the president of the Bunbury Football Club 
for seven years, and I understand was instrumental in planting the club on sound footings. He was a member of 
his children’s school P&C, leading to further involvement at the Western Australian Council of State School 
Organisations and also the Australian Council of State School Organisations. John was also closely involved at 
both the local and state level with high school hostels. 
It was his commitment to, and love of, the community that led him into state politics. In 1973, aged 43, 
John stood as the Liberal candidate for the state Parliament seat of Bunbury and was successful. He entered 
Parliament as the member for Bunbury in the Sir Charles Court–led government—a dynamic time in the 
development of Western Australia. It was not bad for a man who left school at the age of 13. During his 10 years 
in the Court government, John worked on numerous parliamentary committees, being Deputy Chairman of 
Committees during most of his period in Parliament. He was also the Liberal Party’s parliamentary secretary for 
a number of years. I believe it was in this period of his life that he became accustomed to saying “Hear; hear!” 
when he heard something he liked. A positive-thinking man, it was something I would often hear him say at the 
Rotary Club of South Bunbury meetings, of which I am an honorary member. 
After 10 years in office, John lost his seat in the 1983 elections. John and Barbara purchased the Bedshed 
Bunbury franchise in 1984, and a few years later purchased the Bedshed Busselton franchise, which they ran 
with their four sons and three daughters and their families. For John and Barbara, it was always about family. 
John and Barbara retired from active involvement in those franchises in 1999. Both franchises are still in the 
family. John was elected to the Bunbury city council in 1983; however, he retired after his first term as the 
family’s two Bedshed franchises were growing rapidly. John also had commitments to the central franchise 
company in Perth as chairman of its merchandising, and serving on several other committees at different times. 
Since the mid-1980s John was involved with the Scout Association of Australia, first as group president, then the 
Forrest district commissioner and then chairman of the Forrest district. 
Somehow during his busy life, John also found time to be involved in service clubs, starting with being 
a member of Jaycees before becoming an active member of the Rotary Club of South Bunbury 32 years ago. 
Prior to this, he was an honorary member for 10 years while he was the member for Bunbury. Although failing 
health may have robbed him of a lot of his eyesight and memory, it did not impair his happy, outgoing 
disposition or his great sense of humour. It did, however, make it difficult for him to continue to attend weekly 
Rotary meetings. A special dinner was held in June 2012 to acknowledge John and Barbara’s contribution to the 
Rotary Club of South Bunbury that spanned over 40 years, and also for the substantial contribution John had 
made to the communities he resided in. There is no doubting John’s lifelong willingness to help his fellow man 
by always putting family, friends and his community ahead of himself. John was never backward in putting 
himself forward, and he never shied away from taking on responsibility. That was the man he was, and why he 
was respected and held in such high regard by those who know his life achievements and by the Bunbury 
community. 
It was my privilege to stand beside fellow Rotary members in a guard of honour that farewelled John on 
17 December. Rotary’s motto “Service Above Self” truly describes John Sibson’s life. A life well lived. I offer 
my condolences to Barbara, and to Gillian, Roslyn, Nigel, Mal, Helen, Russell and Neil, and to their extended 
families. 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie–Preston) [12.18 pm]: I also rise today to offer my condolence to the 
Sibson family of behalf of the south west, on the passing of John Sibson, former member of Parliament for 
Bunbury. John being before my political time, I certainly did not know him personally. I have heard reference to 
John by former members such as David Smith and Tom Jones, and he was certainly held in high regard. To learn 
today that he was a former Collie boy has certainly lifted that regard another few pegs! I knew one of his sons 
from playing football over time when we were a lot younger. He was quite a large lad. We certainly were not 
talking politics when we were running into each other on that footy field. To the family themselves, I would like 
to very briefly add my condolences from the people of the south west on a job well done by John Sibson. 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.19 pm]: As many members of 
this Parliament know, I grew up in Bunbury and I would just like to pass on briefly my condolences to the 
Sibson family. In fact, John’s son Nigel was at my primary school, Bunbury Central Primary School, in the late 
1960s. John always seemed to be around at the school. I guess he was probably president of the P&C then. He 
was an outstanding contributor to the community in Bunbury, and he was always highly regarded. He knew me. 
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He would say, “G’day, Bill.” That is how often he was at the school. I have not seen Nigel since 1977, when, in 
an off-season game of basketball, my hockey team played what must have been the Bunbury footy club team. 
I got fouled when this very large footballer came bouncing the ball down the court—it was Nigel. I took a step 
back and prayed. Although Nigel barrelled into me, I was given a foul! I have never played basketball again! 
I pass on the condolences of the Marmion family to the Sibson family, especially Nigel. 

The SPEAKER: I ask members to carry this motion by observing a minute’s silence. 

Question passed; members standing. 
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